
 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, May 14, 2017 
 John 14: 1-12 
Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You have faith in God; have 
faith also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.  If there were not, 
would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come back again and take you to myself, so that where I am you also 
may be.  Where I am going you know the way.”   
Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the 
way?’   Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father 
except through me.  If you know me, then you will know my Father.  From now on you do 
know him and have seen him.”  Philip said to him, “Master, show us the Father, and that will 
be enough for us.”  Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you for so long a time and you still 
do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you say 
’Show us the Father’? do you not believe that I am the Father and the Father is me? 
The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own.  The Father who dwells in me is 
doing his works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe 
because of the works themselves. 
Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do 
greater ones than these, because I am going to the Father.” 
 
Questions to Ponder: 

1. Jesus tells the disciples to not be troubled.  Does this give you comfort? In what 
way? 

2. What do you think is the way to the place Jesus has gone to prepare for us? 
3. Poor Philip seems to be confused by Jesus’ words about the Father, does this 

confuse you?  Can we figure it out using our deeper knowledge from the last 2000 
years? 

4. On this Mother’s Day weekend can you recall and share one life lesson that your 
mother taught you? 

 
  
End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it 
was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


